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 !he Sitka Cistorical Societ4 an+ Museum is please+ to 
announce the hiring o1 BacSueline D. Qernan+eT as our new 
Curator o1 Collections an+ >?hibits.  
     Oicture+ here, Backie hol+s up a recentl4 1rame+ original 
painting +one b4 Oaulina Cohen aroun+ 1900, as the museumNs 
1ormer curator, Ashle4 Kircher, le1t, an+ Bob Me+inger, the 
museumNs +irector, look on at the museum. 
     Ms. Qernan+eT has an a+vance+ museum stu+ies +egree 1rom 
!u1ts Universit4 in Massachusetts, an+ complete+ coursework in 
collections management an+ e?hibit +esign. She also complete+ a 
B.A. in Knternational Delations at Mount Col4oke College. 
Museum >?perience inclu+es the 1ollowing locationsR  
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* X Boston Center 1or the Arts, Boston, Massachusetts 
* X Cingham Cistorical Societ4, Cingham, Massachusetts 
* X Yatural Cistor4 Museum, American Bal+ >agle Qoun+ation, 
 Caines, Alaska 
* X Shel+on Museum an+ Cultural Center, Caines, Alaska 
* X Alaska Museum o1 Yatural Cistor4, Anchorage, Alaska 
* X Anchorage Museum at Dasmuson Center, Anchorage, Alaska 
* X Massachusetts Cistorical Societ4, Boston, Massachusetts 
* X Yational Oark Service A1rican American Cistoric Site, Boston, 
 Massachusetts 
 Awa4 1rom the work at the museum, Ms. Qernan+eTZs interests 
inclu+e running marathons, hiking, camping, ka4aking, 1ishing, 
rea+ing, an+ cooking. 
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 M4 1irst three weeks at the Sitka Cistorical 
Societ4 were e?tremel4 bus4 with 1ive ma[or 
activities, inclu+ing appl4ing to take part in the 
Collections Management Assessment Orogram, 
+eveloping the Collections Management 
Oolic4, re"instituting the Boar+ o1 @irectorNs 
Collections Committee, moving collections an+ 
making space, an+ +ocumenting an+ 
inventor4ing arti1acts. 
 !he ma[orit4 o1 m4 time at the Societ4 has 
thus 1ar been +e+icate+ to +ra1ting o1 the new 
comprehensive Collections Management 
Oolic4 an+ various 1orms 1or temporar4 
+eposits, loans, accession proposals, con+ition 
reports, an+ research reSuests. !he Collections 
Management Oolic4 provi+es a 1ramework 1or 
+ecisions that +etermine the long"term 
+evelopment, care, an+ management o1 an 
institutionNs collections. !he polic4, in 
con[unction with the 1orms, which will be 
a++e+ to a soon"to"be +evelope+ Oroce+ures 
Manual, will act as a toolkit 1or the Sitka 
Cistorical Societ4 an+ pla4 an important role in 
pro1essionaliTing, stan+ar+iTing, an+ 
streamlining all collections management 
activities. 
 !he Societ4 will receive 1ee+back on the 
Collections Management Oolic4 later this 4ear 
when a consultant will come to carr4 out a 
ma[or stewar+ship assessment as we take part 
in the American Association o1 MuseumNs 
Collections Management Assessment Orogram. 
M4 1irst two weeks at the Societ4 were 1ocuse+ 
on appl4ing, with the assistance o1 1ormer 
Curator, Ashle4 Kircher, >?ecutive @irector 

Bob Me+inger, to participate in this highl4 
regar+e+ program that provi+es museums an+ 
cultural institutions with an assessment o1 
nee+s an+ concrete recommen+ations 1or better 
collections stewar+ship. Knstitutions that 
participate in the program are brought closer to 
museum accre+itation an+ o1ten gain increase+ 
opportunities 1or grants 1or collections care.   
 Because a curator an+ e?ecutive +irector 
nee+ to work closel4 in concert with the Boar+ 
o1 @irectors when making +ecisions about 
collections, a secon+ ma[or priorit4 was to re"
institute the Boar+Ns Collections Committee. 
!he Collections Committee is currentl4 
comprise+ o1 1ive in+ivi+uals an+ will meet on 
a monthl4 basis to review the Curator an+ 
>?ecutive @irectorNs recommen+ations 
regar+ing potential accessions, +eaccessions, 
an+ conservation treatments, vote upon 
potential accessions, +eaccessions, an+ 
conservation treatments, an+ review an+ vote 
to approve the Collections Management Oolic4 
an+ an4 curator"recommen+e+ changes. 
@ecisions ma+e b4 the Collections Committee 
are presente+ to the  Boar+ o1 @irectors, with 
whom the 1inal authorit4 1or accessions, 
+eaccessions, an+ conservation treatments 
rests. !he 1irst Collections Committee meeting 
was hel+ in mi+"March. @uring the meeting, 
the committee vote+ to approve the +ra1t o1 
Collections Management Oolic4, which will be 
vote+ on b4 the 1ull Boar+ in April. !he ne?t 
task 1or the Collections Committee will be to 
review a list o1 paintings an+ arti1acts K have 
recommen+e+ 1or accessioning into our 
Oermanent Collection.  
 \ver the past 1ew weeks K have ha+ the 
opportunit4 to better 1amiliariTe m4sel1 with 
the Societ4Ns collection as K have respon+e+ to 
research reSuests an+ continue+ to work 
through the inventor4 process, which inclu+es 
photographing all arti1acts in the collection, 
ensuring all arti1acts in Collections Storage are 
entere+ into OastOer1ect, a++ing to an4 
incomplete recor+s.  !he entire collection will 
nee+ to be +ocumente+ an+ entere+ into the 
OastOer1ect +atabase as part o1 the inventor4 
process. Among the 1irst archival materials to 
be processe+ will be two invaluable treasures 
o1 SitkaNs histor4, the Dobert @eArmon+ 

,ackie and 7shley at work in the Museum 
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Archives an+ the Ohoto Shop Collection.  
 @uring the cataloguing an+ inventor4ing 
process, it became clear that K woul+ nee+ to 
carve out a small workspace in the Collections 
Storage Doom 1or processing, +ocumenting, 
an+ photographing collections. Since m4 
arrival to the Societ4, K have been processing 
collections in the e?hibition area, but this is 1ar 
1rom i+eal. Orocessing collections in the 
e?hibition area means unnecessaril4 moving 
an+ han+ling o1 ob[ects 1rom one room to 
another, struggling with poor lighting 1or 
photographing con+itions o1 arti1acts, increase+ 
risk 1or +amage or the1t +ue to the lack o1 
securit4 an+ ease o1 public access. !his move 
will enable me to continue the inventor4 at a 
work table, as oppose+ to the historic table an+ 
+esk that was previousl4 being use+, allow me 
to work 1aster an+ accomplish more in a timel4 
1ashion with 1ewer +istractions, an+ help 
ensure the longevit4 an+ preservation o1 the 
Sitka Cistorical Societ4Ns collection. !o make 
space 1or the new work table in the Collections 
Storage Doom, K cataloge+, photographe+, 
labele+, an+ packe+ nearl4 1i1t4 paintings an+ 
1rame+ pieces an+ transporte+ them to a secure 
location o11site. !hese works were previousl4 
at greater risk o1 +amage +ue to their 
precarious location in the storage room an+ 
lack o1 pa++ing.   
 Cighlights o1 m4 time at the Sitka 
Cistorical Societ4 thus 1ar have inclu+e+R 
meeting the Boar+ an+ our invaluable 
volunteers, a tour o1 the Collections Storage 
area with Curator Sue !horsen at Sitka 
Yational Cistoric Oark, meetings with the 
Alaska Yative Brotherhoo+ an+ Sisterhoo+, 
atten+ing the +inner 1or Sitka Chamber o1 
Commerce, lunch an+ meetings with local 
communit4 members Bill @e Armon+, Yanc4 
]aw @avis, an+ Maril4n Knapp, break1asts, 
+inners, an+ boat outings with won+er1ul 
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members o1 the Boar+ an+ m4 new >?ecutive 
@irector, Dobert Me+inger.  
 M4 1avorite part o1 Sitka, apart 1rom its 

rich histor4, remains the in+ivi+uals K have 
met here. !hanks again 1or 4our man4 warm 
welcomes an+ smiles.   
 Sta4 tune+ 1or the ne?t CuratorNs Corner, 
which will inclu+e up+ates on a 1ree 
emergenc4 prepare+ness an+ response 
workshop that K will be atten+ing in late April 
in Anchorage. Kn the workshop, which will be 
coor+inate+ b4 the Alaska State Museum an+ 
taught b4 ^ar4 Menges, museum pro1essionals 
will +evelop practical +ecision"making skills 
to appl4 to pre" an+ post"+isaster action 
priorities 1or collections an+ learn about issues 
relate+ to insurance, risk assessment_
prevention, working with emergenc4 recover4 
services, training sta11, an+ testing +isaster 
plans. 
 BacSueline Qernan+eT 
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Up+ate b4 >?ecutive 
@irector 

Bob Me+inger  
 
 SitkaNs histor4 an+ the 
stor4 o1 its people an+ 
events not onl4 keeps me 
ver4 bus4, but is a passion 
KN+ have regar+less o1 m4 
position as e?ecutive 

+irector.  ;orking with a +e+icate+ boar+ o1 
+irectors, active membership, volunteers, sta11, an+ 
partnering organiTations is 1ar be4on+ [ust work, as 
most o1 these 1olks also share this passion 1or our 
histor4.   As some o1 the accompan4ing articles 
articulate, [ust one o1 these stories or events woul+ 
be a ma[or historical tale in most cities across 
Alaska an+ the continent.  !he 1ollowing  is an 
up+ate o1 some o1 our accomplishments an+ 
initiatives 1rom the last several months, an+ 
looking into the 1uture. 
! !he highlight o1 course, is the arrival o1 our 

new curator, BacSueline Qernan+eT.  Kn the 
short time she has been here, she is alrea+4 
taking us +own the pro1essional path o1 high 
museum stan+ar+s 1or collection care, 
organiTation, an+ polic4 +evelopment.  Kn or+er 
to meet the mission o1 the Societ4, the 
continuation o1 the curator position is the 
number one priorit4 o1 the boar+.  

! Kn an associate+ mission +riven +ecision, the 
boar+ o1 +irectors has move+ 1orwar+ with the 
approval o1 a 1_2"time archivist to supplement 
the work o1 the curator. @epen+ing on 1un+ing 
we hope to 1ill this position later in 2011. 

 

! Pisa Cuntsha is our ten"week summer intern 
1or this 4ear an+ will be teaming with Backie b4 
the en+ o1 Ma4. `see attache+ articlea 

! A museum e?pansion an+ upgra+e has been a 
boar+ priorit4 since the late 1980Ns, an+ several 
initiatives are in the works.  ;e currentl4 have 
our arti1acts an+ +ocuments sprea+ over 1ive 
+i11erent locations in Sitka, inclu+ing the ol+ 
a+min buil+ing at the mill site. 

#  !he Cit4 is currentl4 contracte+ with      
 MDc Architects to look at  pre" planning 
 an+ options at Centennial Call. with 
 d2,000,000 alrea+4 allocate+ via grants, the 
 museum shoul+ be a part o1 the e11ort. ;e 
 are working now with the planning team. 

  Kettleson Pibrar4 is also in the mi+st o1 a 
  Ore"@evelopment e11ort via Dasmuson_ 
  Qoraker, an+ as in the past, there has been 

  some preliminar4 +iscussion relate+ to the 
  museum. 
# !he Societ4, via strong encouragement 

1rom Dasmuson e Qoraker, has our own 
in+epen+ent application pen+ing 1or 
selection 1or this program.  !here is a 
chance these various e11orts coul+ 
coor+inate. 

! ;e are in the mi++le o1 a two"4ear d60,000 
\rganiTational >11ectiveness grant awar+ with 
Dasmuson. 

! !he Societ4 has been working har+ to support 
e11orts to protect the histor4 o1 SB. `see 
attache+ articlea 

! !he Societ4 recentl4 hoste+ a presentation an+ 
book signing 1or Bim @avis an+ his new book 
g!he Daven an+ the @ouble >agleh. 

! !he Societ4 has ha+ involvement with the 
totem sSuare pro[ect an+ the pro[ecte+ 
renovation completion is +ue late in April.  !he 
Barano1 Oole ha+ a pro1essional assessment 
+one, an+ although showing some aging, is 
soli+ at the base" a ke4 1in+ing.  !he state o1 
Alaska is planning some local meetings soon to 
take input 1or 1urther +eterminations an+ 
action. 

! !he Societ4 helpe+ coor+inate a special 
gYative American Ceritage Monthh event.   

! !he @eArmon+ Archives an+ gOhoto Shoph 
photo collection has been getting e?tensive 
e11ort 1rom our curator, an+ will be a 1ocus o1 
our summer intern, an+ museum volunteers. 

! !he Societ4 is working with the AYB e AYS 
in preparation 1or the 100"4ear anniversar4 o1 
the AYB 1oun+ing in 1912_2012.  ;e hope to 
+evelop high Sualit4 new e?hibits an+ panels, 
along with e?hibiting rare arti1acts 1rom this 
ver4 important era o1 Yative histor4. 

! !he theme 1or the ()** FA5,=5 G5?H977= 
celebration is FI$56$-% $% FA5,=5.  

 !he Societ4 an+ Museum will be partnering 
again with the coor+ination o1 our annual meeting 
in \ctober an+ a special presentation on SitkaNs 
Aviation Cistor4.  ;atch 1or the +ate o1 this event  
as we invite 4ou to atten+. 
 
   Sincerel4, 
   Bob Me+inger 
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 Since the closure o1 SB in 2007, the Societ4 has been engage+ with the SB Boar+ o1 
!rustees an+ whoever was acting C>\_Caretaker 1or the comple?.  \ur 1ocus was an+ 
is to assist in the preservation o1 the historical arti1acts, +ocuments an+ photos relate+ 
to the rich human histor4 o1 the school an+ college.   !he original Stratton librar4 
gArchives e Ohotosh o1 SB were packe+ up an+ shippe+ to Buneau 1or sa1e"keeping b4 
Museums_Pibrar4 an+ Archives, but there was a +ea+line 1or the storage that was +ue to 
e?pire in two an+ a hal1 4ears.    Cowever, there were man4 more e?isting +ocuments, 
arti1acts an+ photographs that were still within campus buil+ings.  As the ownership o1 the buil+ings was 
trans1erre+ to the Qine Arts Camp, Sitka Summer Music Qestival, an+ others, the 1inal items were all 
consoli+ate+ via Bohn Colst at Sweetlan+ Call. 
 
 !he most recent activit4 an+ 1ollow"up has been via a number o1 meetings via the gShel+on Backson Cistoric 
Oreservation ;orking ^rouph coor+inate+ b4 Karen Pucas.  !his group inclu+e+ a+ministrators 1rom the State 
Museum, Pibrar4, an+ Archives, Sitka Yational Cistorical Oark, SB !rustees `Bohn Colsta, the Societ4, an+ a 
large number o1 intereste+ communit4 members. !he 1ocus is 1in+ing a home in Sitka 1or the archives store+ in 
Buneau, historical material compile+ on campus, an+ the Merrill glass plates negatives `900a an+ photos.  cia 
these meetings an+ 1urther +iscussions with the Boar+ o1 !rustees, the 1ollowing is the current statusR 
 
! !he state museum timeline 1or storage o1 the Archives in Buneau has been li1te+ such that the state will 
protect the materials until such time as a 1inal home_owner is 1oun+. 
! !he state museum will house the large number o1 gon campush materials at the Stratton Pibrar4 with no 
+ea+line, but until a 1ormal owner is 1oun+.  !he4 will also provi+e a summer intern to ginventor4h the materials. 
! !he SB !rustees are getting an appraisal +one on the Merrill Olates, the Cistorical Societ4 will submit grants 

1or their purchase, an+ Sitka Yational Cistorical Oark has committe+ to their permanent care an+ storage.  
 
! !he Sitka Cistorical Societ4 presente+ the 1ollowing to the SB Boar+ o1 !rusteesR 

Qollowing the state museum intern inventor4 an+ trustee approve+ screening o1 the remaining on"
campus historic +ocuments, photos an+ arti1acts, the SCS will accept the ownership an+ stewar+ship 
o1 the mutuall4 agree+ upon materials at the en+ o1 the state museum storage agreement in 
appro?imatel4 two an+ a hal1 4ears.  SCS has committe+ to provi+e Sualit4 housing 1or the state 
museum intern who will be inventor4ing the above re1erence+ materials. 

!he SCS will accept the ownership an+ stewar+ship o1 the gSB Archivesh currentl4 being hel+ in Buneau, 
also at the en+ o1 the state museum storage perio+. 

!he SCS will accept the Merrill print collection an+ provi+e 1or their care, e?hibition, an+ loans, but will 
also ask that it be hel+ un+er the state museum agreement 1or the +uration o1 the two an+ a hal1 
4ears, or via the temporar4 stewar+ship o1 Sitka Cigh School.  

!he SCS, in partnership with Sitka Yational Cistorical Oark `SYCOa, will commit to a grant writing 
e11ort via our non"pro1it status, to secure the SB Merrill plates 1or stewar+ship care an+_or ownership 
via SYCO.  Kn or+er 1or this to occur, the trustees will nee+ to attain a vali+ appraisal an+ +etermine 
their +esire+ price. 

 
! Kettleson Pibrar4 o11ere+ to house the archives hel+ in Buneau, but not the remaining campus archival_photo 
material. 
! !he Sitka Cistorical Societ4 an+ Kettleson Pibrar4 +irectors an+ boar+ presi+ents met to work together an+ 
coor+inate e11orts on the SB materials. 
! !he SB Boar+ o1 !rustees is consi+ering all options 1or ownership an+ care o1 campus items, an+ will not be 
+isban+ing until all business an+ items are +eci+e+ upon. 
! !he SB !rustees appointe+ the 1ollowing persons to the SB A+visor4 ^roup, who will be working with the 
State Archivist regar+ing the items store+ in StrattonR  Bim Simar+, Mike !rainor, Celen Merca+o, Yanc4 
Dicketts, Bob Me+inger, Pori Crople4, Bohn Colst 
! An ZSB \ral Cistor4 Coor+inating ^roupZ is newl4 1orming an+ le+ b4 Bill @avis. 
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 Dobert Y. @eArmon+, F%%5A, -B N$%K-A% !6#776,  
Aroun+ an+ About Alaska 

\riginall4 Oublishe+ in the @ail4 Sitka Sentinel, 4_21_1994, 
an+ Depublishe+ b4 the Sitka Cistorical Societ4 in the  

260 page book kQrom SitkaZs Oastk, 1995  
Qrom the @eArmon+ Archives o1 the  
Sitka Cistorical Societ4 e Museum  

 

  F%%5A, -B N$%K-A% !6#776 l \n the 1867 inventor4 o1 
Sitka buil+ings it was liste+ as Yo. 25 but 1or man4 4ears 
be1ore it was torn +own about 1920 it was known to Sitkans 
as the \l+ !ra+ing Oost. !hat name ha+ two sourcesR the Sitka 
!ra+ing Compan4 occupie+ the east en+ o1 the buil+ing 1or 
man4 4ears, an+ Bulia Cale4Ns \l+ Dussian !ra+ing Oost 
occupie+ the other en+ 1or several 4ears. Kt was a long one"
stor4 log buil+ing with a high attic that ha+ a peake+ +ormer 
win+ow on the street si+e. Kn Dussian times it ha+ house+ a 

baker4, a [oiner4 or carpenter shop an+ perhaps other workshops o1 the Dussian American Compan4. !he 
buil+ing remaine+ there 1or more than 50 4ears a1ter the trans1erm to+a4 the site is occupie+ b4 the Conwa4 
Buil+ing an+ the Sitka Cotel. 

Qor man4 4ears the buil+ing was the sub[ect o1 an ownership controvers4. Kt was asserte+ b4 at least two 
o11icials that although the buil+ing was in private han+s, it was actuall4 government propert4. !he controvers4 
ma4 have been touche+ o11 b4 the 1ailure o1 the secon+ owner o1 the buil+ing to recor+ his +ee+ to the propert4. 

A1ter the 1ormal trans1er o1 the territor4 in \ctober 1867, the two commissioners, ^eneral Dousseau an+ 
Captain Oeshchurov, ha+ the task o1 +eci+ing which buil+ings shoul+ become the propert4 o1 the American 
government an+ which were in private ownership.  Qirst the commissioners ha+ a map +rawn showing the 
buil+ings in the town, an+ the4 assigne+ a number to each one.   
 !he ;har1 an+ warehouses, buil+ings o1 the ship4ar+, chie1 managerNs house, barracks an+ some other 
buil+ings, 11 or 12 in all, became government propert4.  ^eneral Be11erson C. @avis, comman+ing the American 
troops, thought more o1 the buil+ings shoul+ have been turne+ over to the government  an+ it is probable that one 
o1 the buil+ings he woul+ have like+ 1or Arm4 purposes was Yo. 25. 
 Oerhaps in or+er to avoi+ ownership Suarrels, the commissioners ha+ a secon+ map +rawn, showing the 
townZs ma[or buil+ings. !he ones assigne+ to the government were shown in bluem those in private ownership 
were colore+ pink. 
 A cop4 o1 that map " or perhaps it is the original " is in the o11ice o1 the Sitka @istrict Decor+er. Kt shoul+ 
have prevente+ the later controvers4 but it +i+ not.  Buil+ing Yo. 25 is shown in pink an+"the Dussian American 
Compan4 sol+ it 10 ;illiam S. @o+ge on \ctober 23, 1868, 1or d1,000. !he propert4 e?ten+e+ 1or 166 1eet 
along Pincoln Street, accor+ing to the +ee+.  
 @o+ge was the 1irst U. S. Customs o11icer statione+ at Sitka an+ the townZs 1irst ma4or.  Ce ha+ +eep pockets 
an+ bought a number o1 pieces o1 real estate 1rom the compan4 an+ 1rom in+ivi+uals. 
 Kn 1870 Yo. 25 ha+ three occupants accor+ing to Sophia Cracro1t. who kept a [ournal +uring a visit here. \ne 
was Amos !. ;hit1or+ who in time woul+ become SitkaNs lea+ing merchant. Ce ha+ been born in Brookl4n, 
Yew ]ork, accor+ing to one source, an+ was about 37 4ears ol+ when he lan+e+ in Sitka a1ter an a+venturous 
career.  Ce le1t home at about 16 an+ shippe+ out on a whaler.  !ire+ o1 that li1e, he [umpe+ ship an+ reache+ 
Yicaragua where he operate+ a boat on Pake Yicaragua.  Cis ne?t move was to Cali1ornia with the earl4 part o1 
the gol+ rush an+ 1or a time ran a butcher shop at @utch Qlat, one o1 the more prosperous gol+ camps.  
 ^ol+ was +iscovere+ on the Qraser Diver in British Columbia in 1857 an+ ;hit1or+ move+ up the coast to 
operate a boat between cictoria an+ Yew ;estminster on the Qraser. Ce carrie+ 1reight an+ passengers an+ 
apparentl4 +i+ some smuggling both between the two colonies " the mainlan+ an+ cancouver Kslan+ ha+ separate 
governments then " an+ across the bor+er to or 1rom ;ashington !erritor4. Kn September 1859 when he was 
operating the sloop QDAYKPKY SC>DMAY he was arreste+ an+ 1ine+ 1or selling whiske4 to an Kn+ian.  
 Pater he owne+ the 34"ton schooner Y\DZ;>S!>D which was registere+ at Oort Angeles. !hat mav have 
been his base o1 operations. Ce marrie+ an+ was the 1ather o1 a +aughter  name+ >mil4, but he +i+ not bring his 
1amil4 to Alaska when he came north.  An 1881 census lists him as a wi+owerm his +aughter in time marrie+ a 
man name+ ^age an+ settle+ at Mount cernon, ;ashington.                ?ontinued on !g 7 

Auilding Bo, 25, long known as the Old Eussian Trading 
!ost, stood on the site now occupied by the ?onway 
Auilding, the Sitka Iotel and part of the building occupied 
by KiLs 7pparel. The over"the"sidewalk sign was for ,ulia 
Ialey’s curio shop, the Old Eussian Trading !ost.  (!hoto 
by !hoto Shop from the Sitka Iistorical Society collection) 
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 Pisa Cuntsha will be [oining the Sitka Cistorical Societ4 an+ Museum as our ten"week summer intern.   Pisa 
will arrive in late Ma4 an+ be supervise+ b4 our new Curator Backie Qernan+eT.   
 Ms. Cuntsha is working on her MasterNs @egree in Museum Stu+ies at S4racuse Universit4 in Yew ]ork, an+ 
attaine+ her un+ergra+uate +egree 1rom Augustana College in Kllinois.  ;ith e?perience in archives an+ inputting 
photographic materials into +igital libraries, we hope to make progress getting our photo"collections into our 
museum +atabase an+ photoNs scanne+.  
 Scott Carrlee o1 the Alaska State Museum coor+inates the program o1 recruiting an+ screening summer 
interns 1or placement across Alaska.  Kn 1act, both our current curator Backie Qernan+eT, an+ past curator Ashle4 
Kircher ha+ a variet4 o1 Alaska intern placements through the program.   !he Cistorical Societ4 provi+es a 
stipen+ 1or travel an+ 1oo+, an+ is able to provi+e Sualit4 housing at the ^eo+etic";hite Couse via our 
partnership with Sitka Danger @istrict o1 the US Qorest Service.  

A1ter the purchase o1 Alaska 1rom Dussia was announce+, ;hit1or+ ma+e plans to move north an+ he 
arrive+ in Sitka in Bul4 1867, some three months be1ore the 1ormal trans1er. !he Y\DZ;>S!>D was sai+ to 
have been loa+e+ with lumber, tra+e goo+s an+ whiske4.  Ce evi+entl4 like+ SitkaZs prospects because he ma+e 
two trips back to Oort !ownsen+ 1or more merchan+ise, then settle+ +own here.  
 Ce lease+ the eastern en+ o1 Buil+ing Yo.25 1rom ;illiam S. @o+ge an+ opene+ 1or business.  \n Bune 2, 
1868, he ha+ the Y\DN;>S!>D re+ocumente+ 1rom Oort Angeles to Sitka.  !here is some in+ication o1 his 
business in a shipment he ma+e to San Qrancisco on the steamer ^eorge S. ;right in Bul4 1868.   
 Kn it were three bales o1 +eer skins, two packages o1 seal skins, a bo? o1 1urs, a package o1 elk skins `where 
+i+ the4 come 1romoa, 1ive bear skins, a bee1 hi+e an+ a package o1 sheep skins.  
 Kn the Ma4 2l issue o1 SitkaZs weekl4 newspaper, !he Alaska !imes, there was this a+vertisementR 
kS>C\Y@ CAY@ QUDYK!UD> S!\D> " Pincoln Street ne?t to Kinkea+ an+ Pouthan.  Alwa4s on han+ a 
large  assortment o1 Secon+ Can+ Qurniture.  Also an en+less variet4 o1 Qanc4 Articles suitable 1or this market.  
A. !. ;hit1or+.k  
 !he Arm4Zs assessment o1 his business was less charitable when it ma+e a census in 1870. Kt liste+ him as ka 
tra+er in trash an+ ln+ian curiosities.h  >ither ;hit1or+ was a shrew+er  businessman than most o1 the nearl4 two 
+oTen men who establishe+ themselves here in 1867"68 or he merel4 ha+ more tenacit4.  All e?cept ;hit1or+  
an+ two others were gone within 1ive 4ears.  ;hit1or+ sta4e+ in business at Yo. 25 until 1893 when he sol+ out 
an+ retire+ to ;ashington State. 

2- :7 K-%6$%47C PP<< 
  
 The Sitka Historical Society and Museum is presently processing the dona8on of the Robert N. DeArmond 
archives that were donated to us by Robert and his son Bill DeArmond in 2010.  The collec8on includes over 
300 file folders and boxes within ten file drawers.  An inventory has been completed with the next step being 
ac8on by the society's collec8on commiJee, board approval, and accessioning into our collec8ons via our Past 
Perfect museum database.  This will allow the wealth of research, documents, photos, wri8ngs and columns to 
be more  readily  available  to  researchers  and  the  public.   As  curator  Jackie  Fernandez  and  I  completed  the 
inventory over a period of two days, what was significant was the finding of the actual research documents, 
hand‐wriJen notes, and correspondences that Robert compiled from various sources that ul8mately became 
his publica8ons.   Besides the twenty some books he is credited with either edi8ng, wri8ng, or partnering on, it 
is my belief that his huge number of newspaper columns that he wrote over the years may in fact be the most 
valuable.  Many of the columns were mul8‐part columns running for many weeks.   
  The preceding column was part of his series on the "Annals of Lincoln Street", and another series of over 
twenty columns  focused on Peril Strait. Some of  these columns were the source of his 1995 Sitka Historical 
Society publica8on, "From Sitka's Past".  The book is s8ll  in print and available at the Museum store, but the 
lion’s share of his columns have not been compiled into separate publica8ons.  Many are available via the Sitka 
Sen8nel’s archived subscrip8on service, but it  is the plan of the Society to work to provide easy, and search‐
able access to this amazing series on Sitka and our region. 

 

Sincerely, Bob Medinger, Execu8ve Director 
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Unite+ States o11er their theories an+ navigation 
wa4points. Yothing 1rom the boats has ever been 
1oun+. 

! ;as Dussian America trul4 a gsmall colon4 with 
a large +rinking problemho Cow +i+ alcohol pla4 
into the lives an+ 1ortunes o1 the men an+ women 
who live+ hereo Ben4a Anichenko o11ers some 
1ascinating an+ original research on alcohol in 
Dussian America. 

! Cow +i+ the gcreolesh live in Dussian Americao 
!his topic was e?plore+ b4 some o1 the 1oremost 
historians o1 this perio+. @r. An+rei ^rinev 1rom 
St. Oetersburg looks care1ull4 at the structure o1 
the creole social an+ economic status. @r. 
^or+on Oullar o1 the Universit4 o1 Alaska 
Qairbanks o11ers his perspective on the creoles o1 
one tribe, the +eniTens o1 ;oo+4 Kslan+. !he 
renowne+ Sergei Kan o1 @artmouth College 
looks closel4 at one creole, ^eorge 
Kostromitino1, who 1loate+ between Yative an+ 
Dussian societ4. 

! ;hat happens when archaeologists +ig in the +irt 
in not one, not two, but three +i11erent sites in 
Sitkao State Archeologist @ave McMahan has the 
answers. `See  page 9a 

 !he stor4 hope1ull4 +oes not en+ here. Bob 
Me+inger has applie+ 1or 1un+ing to have a 
Con1erence Orocee+ings publishe+ in paper 1orm to 
reach a wi+er au+ience an+ provi+e more permanence 
to the scholarship which all o1 4ou supporte+. PetNs 
hope it gets the support it +eserves. 

  

!6< +$K>57A, Q7AA R#-S7K6  

     \ur involvement in 
coor+inating the return o1 the 
ringing o1 the bells at St 
MichaelNs Cathe+ral in 2010 
is 1inaliTe+.  !he bells are 
installe+ an+ being use+. 
Ohotos are b4 Debecca 
\sborne ;est    taken at the  
September 23, 2010 open 
house.   
     !hanks to all who helpe+ 
with this worth4 pro[ect.  
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B4 Bohn `@ust4a Ki++, Yational Oark Service 
 
 Sometimes 4ou inten+ [ump on a plane, 1l4ing 
o11 to a meeting or con1erence, stick aroun+ 1or 
three +a4s, an+ then go home, an+ thatNs that. But 
sometimes 4ou sit in on a con1erence, an+ it 
continues to live an+ grow with 4ou " even a1ter the 
+oors are shut an+ the microphones an+ 
OowerOoints are all tucke+ awa4. 
 !hanks to the Sitka Cistorical Societ4, the 
boar+, the membership an+ 4our e?ecutive +irector, 
the 2010 Knternational Con1erence on Dussian 
America continues to convene an+ reach out si? 
months later l through a special website hoste+ b4 
the Societ4 an+ create+ b4 4our webmaster, Mim 
McConnell. 
 Kt is a clichp to sa4 that gwe coul+ not have 
+one it without 4ou.h But it is absolutel4 true that 
the Con1erence woul+ not have happene+ without 
the support o1 the Societ4. An+ it is eSuall4 true 
that there woul+ not be a Con1erence website ha+ 
the Societ4 not steppe+ in to support it. Olease b4 
all means turn on the computer, +ial up the UDP 
`www.2010DAC.coma, an+ give the site a whirlR 
abstracts o1 70q papers, an+ 48 1ull te?ts, plus a 
sli+e show, the agen+a an+ in1ormation on the 
Con1erence sponsors. 
 An4one with even the slightest interest in the 
Dussian era in Yorth America has to tap into this 
rich trove o1 original research.  
! Cow +i+ 1ame+ e?plorer citus Bering live, an+ 

+ieo ;hat +i+ he look likeo ;hat was his +ail4 
state o1 min+o Qorget Forensic  Files on !c. 
!he answers can be 1oun+ in @r. cictor 
rv4aginNs paper on the 1orensic sciences 
applie+ to histor4. 

! Cow +oes a museum sta11 +etermine i1 ol+ 
paintings unearthe+ recentl4 are authenticall4 
pieces 1rom the ;rangell 1amil4 collectiono 
Pook closel4 at the paintings pre" an+ post"
restoration that are the core o1 the stor4 1rom 
Anchorage Museum curator `an+ 1ormer 
Sitkana Maril4n Knapp l a 1ascinating 
+etective stor4 in its own right. 

! ;hich part o1 the Southeast Alaskan coast 
swallowe+ the crew o1 not one, but two, 
longboats 1rom Ale?ei ChirikovNs St. !aul, the 
1irst >uropean ship to sight an+ make a lan+ing 
in Alaska, in 1741o ;as it at Surge Ba4, on the 
Chichago1 Kslan+Ns rugge+ northwest coasto 
!he men were never seen or hear+ 1rom again. 
!hree +i11erent researchers 1rom Dussia an+ the 
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 Kn con[unction with the Knternational 
Con1erence on Dussian America in August, a team 
o1 archaeologists con+ucte+ e?plorator4 testing at 
three Dussian"American sites in the Sitka area.  
!hese wereR `1a the groun+s o1 the U.S. Coast an+ 
^eo+etic Surve4 Seismological an+ ^eomagnetic 
Cousem `2a the groun+s o1 the Ooulson Cousem an+ 
`3a \l+ Sitka.  ;hile the tests pro+uce+ varie+ 
results, the4 generall4 +emonstrate+ the potential o1 
the sites to 4iel+ important in1ormation. More 
importantl4, the work provi+e+ an opportunit4 1or 
SitkaNs public to become engage+ in this aspect o1 
AlaskaNs histor4.  An open house hoste+ b4 the 
Sitka Cistorical Societ4 at the ^eomagnetic Couse 
was well"atten+e+, thanks to an unusuall4 sunn4 
+a4.  !he archaeologists inclu+e+ @ave McMahan 
`Alaska \11ice o1 Cistor4 an+ Archaeolog4a, !4 
@illiplane `Massachusetts Maritime Aca+em4a, Ba4 
Kinsman `!ongass Yational Qoresta, Sue !horsen 
`Sitka Yational Cistorical Oarka, Bulia Qarmer `a 
high school stu+ent 1rom Cali1orniaa, cla+imir 
!ikhonov `!alci Museum, Krkutsk, Dussiaa, an+ 
Artur Kharinsk4 `Krkutsk State !echnical 
Universit4a. 
 !he ^eomagnetic Couse groun+s are sai+ to 
have been the site o1 a 1ormer Dussian tea house an+ 
gar+en.  Cere, three 1?1 meter units were opene+ on 
two si+es o1 the buil+ing.  ;hile one o1 the tests 
was terminate+ at a shallow +epth +ue to be+rock, 
the other tests 4iel+e+ promising results.  \ne test, 
e?cavate+ about a meter +eep, pro+uce+ Dussian era 
arti1acts `19th centur4 porcelain an+ earthenware, 
1ragments o1 +ark olive bottle glass an+ thin win+ow 
glass, an+ sSuare"cut iron an+ copper nailsa.  !he 
thir+ test unit, in a slight +epression, also 4iel+e+ 
arti1acts that are likel4 o1 Dussian origin in an ash4 
matri?.  Among the items were two small carve+ bi"
pointe+ sticks o1 unknown 1unction. 

 !he Ooulson home, a water1ront lan+mark, was 
o1 particular interest to the team +ue to lack o1 prior 
archaeological work on the propert4.  !he 1916 
home rests partiall4 on an earlier 19th centur4 
Dussian 1oun+ation.  ;e know 1rom earl4 maps an+ 
illustrations that a win+mill operate+ on the site 
+uring the 1820s, but was replace+ in 1832 b4 a 1ish 
storage warehouse.  !he Ooulsons enthusiasticall4 
gave permission 1or archaeological testing an+ 
assiste+ in selecting locations 1or two test units.  !he 
1irst was in a court4ar+ on the east si+e o1 the house, 
[ust insi+e the Dussian 1oun+ation.  Kmme+iatel4 
below the sur1ace, the team began to uncover 
Dussian era arti1acts in a +ark organic soil.  !hese 
inclu+e+ a copper nail, win+ow glass, porcelain an+ 
trans1er"print earthenware, brick 1ragments, cut an+ 
wrought iron nails, an+ sher+s o1 +ark olive bottle 
glass.  !he secon+ test unit, locate+ outsi+e the 
perimeter o1 the Dussian 1oun+ation, also pro+uce+ 
materials consistent with a Dussian occupation, but 
is most notable in that the lowest level consiste+ o1 a 
mi++en `trasha +eposit with scattere+ bones o1 +og, 
bear, eagle, an+ salmon.  !he absence o1 historic 
materials in this level ma4 suggest that it represents 
pre"Dussian !lingit use o1 the site. 
 \l+ Sitka `St. Archangel Michael, 1799"1802a 
was selecte+ 1or testing 1or several reasons.  Yow 
the site o1 a state historical park, it was 1elt that 
testing woul+ contribute in1ormation use1ul in the 
StateNs ongoing e11ort to prepare a management 
plan.  !he team was encourage+ b4 the +iscover4 o1 
a Dussian a?e an+ tra+e bea+ in the roots o1 an 
overturne+ tree in recent 4ears.  @ue to time 
constraints an+ heav4 rain, the testing was limite+ to 
a close inspection o1 the roots o1 the upturne+ tree, 
the e?cavation o1 two small test pits, an+ the 
e?cavation o1 a single 1?1 meter test unit near the 
caretakerNs house.  !he test unit was aban+one+ 
when it encountere+ highl4 compacte+ gravels 1rom 
a nearb4 septic 1iel+.  !he smaller test pits, one on 
the small islet an+ the other near the boat launch, 
were likewise negative. @espite the lack o1 success, 
the archaeologists were able to i+enti14 other areas 
that appear promising 1or 1uture surve4 an+ testing. 
 Kn general, the 2010 testing pro[ect achieve+ its 
mo+est goals.  !he tests con1irme+ the in1ormation 
potential o1 several important sites, promote+ 
interaction an+ in1ormation e?change, an+ enriche+ 
the con1erence b4 giving participants the opportunit4 
to interact with the 1iel+ team.  
 

@ave McMahan, Alaska \11ice o1  
Cistor4 an+ Archaeolog4 

Testing at Ueomagnetic Iouse,  7ugust 15, 2010 
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 !he Sitka Cistorical Societ4 will meet 
Sun+a4 evening in the Centennial Buil+ing at 
7R30 p.m. !his is an important meeting to 
members an+ intereste+ persons in that there is 
much work to +o on the new museum. !he 
tourist season is here an+ the museum is one o1 
the things that visitors want to see. !he show 
cases have arrive+ 1rom the state museum an+ 
nee+ to be cleane+ an+ 1ille+. !here also will 
be 1urther +iscussion on the 1all annual 
meeting o1 State Cistorical Societ4 here at 
Sitka in Yovember. !here will be a short 
program be1ore the close o1 the meeting. !here 
is no a+mittance 1ee. 

remembere+ paper is a goo+ insulator an+ began 
+issecting it to stu11 m4 blouse. K save+ a back 
section to use as a torch in case o1 bear or boat, an+ 
+uring the night K rea+ with appreciation o1 the 
struggle to get cheaper milk to the citiTens o1 
@etroit, but protecte+ b4 m4 paper un+erwear K 
even got some sleep, an+ the night passe+ much 
more Suickl4 than K ha+ e?pecte+. 
 K walke+ on at 1ive oNclock an+ was neither 
col+ or hungr4 when a little sea plane picke+ me 
up, almost to Se+uction Ooint an+ twent4 miles 
1rom where K starte+, about nine"thirt4 that 
morning. !he whole town ha+ hunte+ most o1 the 
night, imagining all sorts o1 +isasters an+ su11ering 
much more than K +eserve+, but a1ter the4 ha+ 
given vent to their amaTement an+ relie1 to 1in+ me 
still alive an+ not nee+ing the stretchers, splints, 
hot water bottles, an+ 1lowers the4 ha+ rea+4, the4 
all ha+ a goo+ laugh at m4 use o1 the D>A@>DNS 
@K^>S!. K am 1inishing this letter over a month 
a1ter K starte+ it, so bus4 is one in e?citing Alaska, 
an+ [ust 4ester+a4 when K starte+ out on another 
walk, one o1 m4 woul+"be"rescuers calle+ to me 
that he was sorr4 he ha+nNt a cop4 to len+ me to 
take along. 
 
!hank 4ou 1or 4our han+4 little magaTine. 
     cer4 sincerel4 4ours, 
     Ksabelle Miller 
 
 
 

F N7667# E#-D  
O,5:7AA7 +$AA7# 

 

\E-#D7# +4,74D 
G$#7K6-#] 
 

We are pleased to share 
the following letter 
which was rediscovered 
recently among the 
Iistorical Society 
archives. 
 
September 1, 1946 
 
>+itor o1 D>A@>DNS @K^>S! 
Oleasantville, Yew ]ork 
 
M4 +ear SirR  
 K have rea+ man4 testimonials as to the 
worthwhileness o1 the D>A@>DNS @K^>S!, an+ K 
know that 4ou have receive+ thousan+s more, but K 
+oubt that an4one has use+ an+ appreciate+ its 
Sualities in Suite the same wa4 as K +i+ last 
!hurs+a4 night an+ Qri+a4 morning.  
 \ur orphanage celebrate+ the warm, sunn4 +a4 
on !hurs+a4 with a picnic, an+ K wan+ere+ o11 to 
pick berries, an+ to en[o4 the solitu+e with the 
September D>A@>DNS @K^>S!, Y>^D\ 
@K^>S!, an+ the chance to 1inish a letter to a 
1rien+. Kn m4 newcomerNs ignorance, K 
un+erestimate+ the vastness o1 Alaska, an+ trie+ a 
short"cut back to the picnic, m4 e4es on a glacier 
lan+mark which +i+ a recor+ [ob o1 rece+ing as K 
struggle+ towar+ it over a beach o1 [agge+ rocks. 
A1ter 1ive hours, K knew K woul+ have to spen+ the 
night out there with bears an+ whatnot. Up un+er a 
cli11, out o1 reach o1 the ti+e, K got together some 
hal1 sogg4 +ri1t woo+ 1or a 1ire. K +eci+e+ that K 
coul+ sacri1ice the cover o1 the @K^>S!, but it 
prove+ almost 1ireproo1. g!he Boomh +i+ better, 
an+ in a little while K ha+ the com1ort o1 a 1ire to 
+iscourage bears an+ to encourage m4 rescue b4 
passing boats as well as keep me warm. !here was 
light enough to rea+ b4, too, but K thought, gYot 
nowsh when K saw g]our Qlesh Shoul+ Creeph 1or a 
title, an+ the pro an+ con o1 @@! coul+ not catch 
m4 attention either. K turne+ to the Book Section, 
but having the hero 1in+ things tough at the ;al+or1 
was too much. K grinne+ at the contrast o1 his be+ 
an+ mine, as K hal1 la4 +rape+ across two +ri1t woo+ 
trees with m4 shoul+ers against a rock an+ [agge+ 
branches gouging me while m4 legs scorche+ an+ 
m4 shoul+ers shivere+ in m4 thin blouse. But it was 
then that the @K^>S! came into its own when K 

Ksabelle Miller 
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"li%& 'ith us as a Me%&er the 
   Sitka Historical Society 

 
 
6lease "ircle Me%&ershi7 8evel 
 
"astle Hill    :; feet  Senior over >? @   ?A 
Brestoff Mountain  :CDE ft  Fnder ?C  @   ?A 
Havan Hill    ?C;A ft  Individual  @   JA 
"ross Mountain  ;A;: ft  Ka%ily   @   CA 
Lrro'head Mountain ;AJE ft  Donor   @:AA 
NMount Oerstovia ;::P ft  Business  @ ?CA 
 NBusiness Me%&ershi7 includes link on our 'e&site 
Three Sisters   ;CDD ft  SustaininS       @:AAA 
Mount Batlian   ;DDD ft  Benefactor      @CAAA 
 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
Ua%e (s) 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
Vther Ka%ily Me%&ers (Family Membership) 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
NBusiness Ua%e (and contact person) 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
MailinS Lddress 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
"ity  State   Wi7 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
E%ail Lddress 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
6hone 
 Enclose "heck 7aya&le to Sitka Historical Society 
 or  "harSe to "redit "ard Ys7ecify card ty7e &elo'Z 
 
"ard Ty7e TTTTTTTTT Ex7iration Date TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 
"ard \ TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 
SiSnature TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 
 "ircle Me%&ershi7 Ty7e    Ue' Me%&ershi7  or ]ene'al 
 
 Mail to^      Kax to^ 
Sitka Historical Society         DAP_PJP_>CEE 
;;A Har&or Drive   Vnline Me%&ershi7 Kor% 
Sitka, LB DDE;C     '''asitkahistoryaorS 

Membership 
 

The  Sitka  Historical  Society  has  been  in 
existence  for  54  years  thanks  to  a  strong  
membership base.  Your membership  is key 
to  the  protec8on  of  Sitka’s  History  and 
Culture.   A membership form, and levels, is 
included  here  or  on  our  website.  Please 
won’t  you  join  us  to  help  con8nue  our 
mission.  You  may  join    or  renew  your 
membership  by mail,  phone,  or  visi8ng  the 
museum.  Thank You! 
 
!-D7 -B 6>7 :7%7B$6, -B D7D:7#,>$" $%KA4C7 
6>7 B-AA-;$%&. 
 
!  Kn1ormation an+ up+ates to the Sitka Cistor4 

presentations, publications an+ recent articles 
! Oarticipation in our annual g>?plorationsh 

program that 1ocuses on a new theme each 
4ear 

! Qree a+mission to the Museum 
! 10t o11 on all Museum Store purchases, 

now inclu+ing [ewelr4 an+ native art 
! Knvitation to the annual meeting, inclu+ing  

special presentations, awar+s, an+ +oor  
priTes 

! Yewsletter mailings 
! >arl4 access to special Sitka Cistorical 

Oublications an+ special o11erings throughout 
the 4ear 

! Knowing that 4our contribution is helping to 
preserve the vital histor4 o1 Sitka 
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Membership/MarketingR  >rnestine Masse4, 
@oris Baile4, Sabra Benkins, Oat Ale?an+er, 
Chris !o++, Bob Me+inger, Shirle4 @ahlSuist 
 

Fund DevelopmentR  Oat Ale?an+er, Bob 
Me+inger, Bohn Stein 
 

NewsletterR  >rnestine Masse4, Bob Me+inger 
 

Annual May Cemetery CleanupR @oris Baile4, 
Sabra Benkins 
 

Finance CommitteeR  >rnestine Masse4, Berr4 
@Tugan 
 

Collections CommitteeR  Berr4 @Tugan, Bere 
Christner, Sabra Benkins, Backie 
Qernan+eT, Bob Me+inger  

04# +$,,$-%. 
!o preserve an+ promote the events, stories an+ 

arti1acts o1 the human histor4 o1 the Sitka area 1or 
the inspiration, e+ucation an+ bene1it o1 the  

public an+ 1uture generations.  

http://www.sitkahistory.org
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Rasmuson Foundation Award to The Sitka Historical Society   
 
 

 The Sitka Historical Society and Museum is pleased to announce the generous award of a grant 
from the Rasmuson Foundation that will produce a professional publication from proceedings of the 
"2010 International Conference on Russian America" held in Sitka and co­sponsored by the Sitka 
National Historical Park.    
 Alaska, and for a time, much of the west coast of North America, was "claimed" by the Russians, 
with the 19th century administrative capital located in Sitka.  Nearly seventy scholars and historians 
from six nations presented their research papers on a wide variety of topics, including:  
 
 

·  The conflicts between Russian and Native peoples 
·   Alaska's Creole Peoples  
·   A Small Colony with a Big Drinking Problem: 
            Alcohol in Russian America 
·   The exploration of Alaska 
·   The role of women in Russian America 

 
 

 A committee of distinguished scholars will select the best presentations from the conference and 
the publication will be distributed to Alaska's community libraries, universities, museums, historical 
societies and influential scholars in the field.  The book will include color reproductions of appropriate 
images and maps from the selected presentations.   
 

For more information :    http://2010rac.com/  

      
Contact:  Bob Medinger 747­6455 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=i7ckttdab&et=1105094966692&s=76&e=001RA21XFvrzY9kOgArOlTke6hKqaoAcVN0hArFdRzU-UjOplM-qAwKTqZIjb2DDi6KLgMBs79uC0fzmcpw_5H2TUmc5wjunTnaL2gs-fCDGro=

